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Climathon is the world‘s largest climate action 
movement of its kind. Organised by EIT Climate-
KIC, it brings together the challenges of the 
world’s cities with the people who have the 
passion and ability to solve them.

By connecting cities with their citizens, Climathon 
empowers entrepreneurs, innovators and big-
thinkers to come together to work on new, 
creative solutions to their local climate change 
challenges. By joining the Climathon movement, 
you join a community of like-minded individuals 
changing the landscape of cities worldwide.

Now in its fourth year of operation, the Climathon 
movement has grown tremendously, encouraging 
more cities and innovators across the globe to 
drive climate action. Climathon has grown from 
19 cities in its first year, to 104 in 2017.

24-Hour Climate Action Hackathon

Climathon's global 24-hour climate action 
hackathon will take place simultaneously in major 
cities around the world on 26 October 2018.
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What is Climathon?  
Taking action in your city

Your city sets your own local climate challenge that 
reflects what affects your urban life the most. 
Challenges addressed by innovators  include 
London‘s future of mobility, Helsinki‘s circular 
economy needs and the air quality strategy in 
Warsaw. Other cities participating in the Climathon 
include Wellington, Hong Kong and Moscow. 

Participants then tackle the challenge for a full 24-
hours, before pitching their ideas in front of 
relevant local stakeholders. These ideas can 
develop into tangible sustainable solutions and 
businesses that address city climate challenges 
across the globe.

Climathon is your chance to develop local 
solutions for one of the most urgent problems of 
our time. 
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Climathon held in Zurich 
– 130 innovators
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Teams innovating to 
solve local climate 

challenges



Setting the challenge
Examples of city challenges from 2017

Zurich, Switzerland
How can residents contribute to climate-
friendly city planning?

Melbourne, Australia
Design a solution to make Melbourne 
more resilient to the effect of extreme 
heat and heatwaves

Essen, Germany 
Smart commuting – how to encourage 
sustainable transport options to and from 
the workplace?

Bologna, Italy
How to restore green areas and 
ecosystem services in the city of Bologna 
in order to reconnect the ecological 
corridors?

Mexico City, Mexico
How to engage citizens in Mexico City's 
plans to tackle challenges such as air 
pollution, scarcity of drinkable water, 
waste accumulation, floods and loss of 
green spaces?
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Tallinn, Estonia
How can the City of Tallinn improve Green 
Mobility and finding solutions for various 
problems that can help the city grow 
greener and more sustainable?

Long Beach, California
How to help the local community achieve 
carbon neutrality?

Riga, Latvia
How to improve preparation for extreme 
weather events such as high levels of 
flooding?

Armenia, Colombia
How to tackle Armenia's water 
management, air quality, sustainable 
mobility and urban agriculture challenges 
in the city?

Warsaw, Poland
How to increase sustainable 
transportation and central heating 
systems due to the high levels of air 
pollution in the city?



Increasing climate-friendly urban 
planning in Zurich

Challenge: 

At the Climathon 2017, the city of Zurich wanted 
to know, among other things, how the inhabitants 
can contribute to climate-friendly urban planning.

Solution: Felix & DuDa

With the app “Felix & DuDa“, the city of Zurich receives 
remarks on local climate and environmental conditions 
(subjectively perceived air quality, noise levels and 
odour pollution), as well as direct suggestions for 
improvement from users. Urban planning projects can 
thus be implemented in a more climate-friendly and 
user-oriented manner. 

Users of the app communicate where they currently 
are and answer questions about their location, e. g. 
how clean, loud or pleasant they feel the location is. 
Not only do they explore their city in a new way, but as 
a reward for their feedback they can also choose 
between activities or products that they receive free of 
charge. This can be a visit to the theatre or a museum, 
for example. The team of “Felix & DuDa“ not only 
developed the idea for the Climathon in just 24 hours, 
but also set up a website including prototypes. Further 
information are available at:  
www.felix-duda.strikingly.com 

The team continues to work on its idea in the 
“Greenhouse”, EIT Climate-KIC’s pre-incubation 
programme, and receives support in the form of 
workshops and coachings.
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Preparing Melbourne for extreme heat 
and heat waves

Challenge: 

Design a solution to make Melbourne more resilient to 
the effect of extreme heat and heatwaves. 

Solution: Chill Out and GreenTeam

During the summer, Melbourne is exposed to extreme 
heat and heat waves. These events pose a serious 
threat to its community's well-being and safety, as well 
as infrastructure and economy. As the city grows, 
preparations need to be made for a changing climate 
and anticipate the occurrence of these extreme events.

In Melbourne, two winning teams were selected. Chill 
Out and the Green Team combine tech insights and 
the development of cool corridors with the vision to 
transform Melbourne’s urban, living environment and to 
increase mobility during extreme heat events. 

Chill Out wants to develop a website and 
complementing app to allow the public to look up and 
give feedback on locations that satisfy their need for 
safety and comfort during a heat wave.  

Green Team is looking to integrate and improve existing 
green and water sensitive urban design (WSUD) 
solutions to build a grid of green and cool corridors that 
connect existing safe and suitable gathering spaces 
during heatwaves. 



Over 100 cities

1 goal

Climate Action

24 hours

45 countries 4,500 participants worldwide

  19,000 posts on social media  33 million people absolute reach online

6 continents



Next Steps: Joining the movement
Engage your citizens to take real climate action in your city!

How will you benefit from Climathon?

• Become part of the global movement
• Crowdsourcing local ideas to solve climate challenges of your city
• Engagement of local students, entrepreneurs and innovators
• Forge strong links between local businesses, academia and public bodies
• Empower and showcase your local communities climate action across the globe
• Engage with new global partners through EIT Climate-KIC

Contact us at climathon@climate-kic.org
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Join the Climathon movement, 
drive climate action



About EIT Climate-KIC
EIT Climate-KIC is a European knowledge and innovation community, working to accelerate the 
transition to a zero-carbon economy.

Supported by the European Institute of Innovation and Technology, we identify and support 
innovation that helps society mitigate and adapt to climate change. We believe that a decarbonised, 
sustainable economy is not only necessary to prevent catastrophic climate change, but presents a 
wealth of opportunities for business and society.

www.climate-kic.org
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This “Knowledge and Innovation Community” 
(KIC) was created in 2010 by the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT).
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ADELAIDE • ALESSANDRIA • ARMENIA • ASSAGO • ATHENS • AUCKLAND 

• AZUQUECA DE HENARES • BANGOR • BELGRADE • BERLIN • BOGOTA • 

BOLOGNA • BRASOV • BRISTOL • BRNO • BROOKLYN • BRUSSELS • BUDAPEST

•  BURGAS • BURJASSOT • BUSAN • CAGLIARI • CANBERRA • CANNES • CESENA

• CHRISTCHURCH • COI • BATORE • CORK • CURITIBA • DELFT • DUBLIN • 

EDINBURGH • ESSEN • FERRARA • FIRENZE • FRANKFURT AM MAIN • 

GALICIA • GALWAY • GLASGOW • HARARE • HELSINKI • HIGH ATLAS • HONG 

KONG • HYDERABAD • YOUR CITY • ISFAHAN • JOHANNESBURG • KARAJ • 

KARLSRUHE • KHARKIV • KRAKÓW • LAGOS • LECCE • LEEDS • LJUBLJANA • 

LONDON • LONG BEACH • LUND • MADRID • MAGLIANO SABINA • MALMÖ • 

MANCHESTER • MARIBOR • MASHHAD • MATERA • MELBOURNE • MEXICO 

CITY • MILAN • MINSK • MOSCOW • MURCIA • NAPOLI • OSLO • PARIS • PERTH

• PRAIA • PORT OF SPAIN • RABAT • RECIFE • REYKJAVÍK • RIGA • RIMINI

• SALERNO • SAN SEBASTIÁN • SASSARI • ST. PETERSBURG • SUZHOU • 

SYDNEY • TALLINN • TEHRAN • TIMISOARA • TORINO • TORRES VEDRAS CITY

• TRENTINO • TRONDHEIM • UTRECHT • VALENCIA • VALLETTA • VENICE • 

WARSAW • WASHINGTON DC • WELLINGTON • YEREVAN  •ZURICH • YOUR CITY  

#Climathon
climathon.climate-kic.org




